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Hayei Sarah: Sarah’s Tent 

When Isaac marries Rebecca, we read this interesting passuk: 

“Isaac brought her into the tent of his mother Sarah, 

and he married Rebekah, and she was his wife.  

He loved her, and Isaac found comfort after his 

mother’s [death].” (24:67) 

ה ַוְתִהי־֥לֹו   סז ח ֶאת־ִרְבָקָ֛ ֹו ַוִיַקַּ֧ ה ִאמּ֔ ֱהָל֙ה ָשָרֶ֣ ק ָהא ֹ֨ ָה ִיְצָחָ֗ ַוְיִבֶאֶ֣

ֹו׃  י ִאמֶּֽ ֥ ֲחר  ק ַאֶּֽ ם ִיְצָחָּׁ֖ ֥ ָה ַוִיָנח  ֱאָהֶבֶ֑ ה ַוֶיֶּֽ  ְלִאָשָּׁ֖
 

This verse teaches us that Isaac’s relationship with Rebecca is one 

of love. Additionally, we hear how their marriage offers Isaac a 

sense of closure, relief, and healing for the pain and loneliness 

that he has experienced since his mother’s passing, three years 

earlier. But why does the text mention that “Isaac then brought her into the tent of his mother Sarah”? 

Why is this detail relevant?  Rashi comments (based upon Midrash Bereshit Rabba): 

י ִהיא ָשָרה   .האהלה שרה אמו ְגַמת ָשָרה ִאמֹו, ְכלֹוַמר ַוֲהר  ית דֻּ ֱהָלה ְוַנֲעש  ִאמֹו, ֶשָכל ְזַמן ֶשָשָרה  ַוְיִביֶאָה ָהא 

ֶהל, ּוִמשֶ  ֶעֶרב ַשָבת ְלֶעֶרב ַשָבת ּוְבָרָכה ְמצּוָיה ָבִעָסה ְוָעָנן ָקשּור ַעל ָהא  ָתה ָפְסקּו,  ַקֶיֶמת ָהָיה נ ר ָדלּוק מ  מ 

 ּוְכֶשָבאת ִרְבָקה ָחְזרּו 

INTO HIS MOTHER SARAH’S TENT — He brought her into the tent, and she became the image 

of his mother Sarah … For whilst Sarah was living, she had a light burning from one Sabbath 

eve to the next, there was always a blessing in the dough and a cloud was “tied” above the 

tent, but since her death all these had stopped. When Rebecca came, they reappeared. 

The Midrash suggests that there was something special about Rebecca’s entry into his mother’s tent 

that allowed Isaac to proceed and marry Rebecca. Moreover, this very feature mirrored his mother 

Sarah, and as such, it offered solace and comfort to Isaac.  

Three features are noted: 

1. A light lit from Shabbat to Shabbat 

2. Blessing in the dough 

3. A cloud above the tent 

What do these three signs represent? 

APPROACH 1: The Mishkan 

One way to understand this Midrash is that it is drawing parallel lines to the Tabernacle. There, in 

the “tent” that we call the Mishkan, we recognize precisely these three features: 

• A cloud manifest above the tent. (See Ex. 40:34; Num 10:15-16; 14:14)  

• The candles of the Menorah burned constantly. (Ex 27:20) 

• The Shewbread was eaten after 7 days (Lev ch.24). The bread must have had a “blessing” for 

it to remain fresh.  



The Parsha Discussion 
TORAH TO DISCUSS WITH TEENS AND ADULTS AROUND YOUR SHABBAT TABLE 

 

2 
http://www.alexisrael.org/parshadiscussion 

If this is the intent of the Midrash, then it seeks to transmit the idea that both Sarah, and Rebecca 

too invested their home with the holiness of the Mishkan, making it into a tent in which the divine 

presence could be manifest. 

APPROACH 2: A Jewish home 

My teacher, Rabbi Yehudah Amital, suggested a different interpretation1. These three features are in 

fact, characteristics of a Jewish home: 

A light from Shabbat to Shabbat – Some people are “Shabbat-Jews”; on Shabbat they pary, on 

Shabbat they study Torah, on Shabbat they recite blessings. However, spirituality must be in a Jewish 

home not only on Shabbat but each and every day of the week. The “light” must be “lit” from 

Sabbath to Sabbath, making a religious effort, and offering religious inspiration, all week long. 

Blessing in the dough – relates to the mitzva of hospitality, of welcoming and hosting guests. Some 

homes refrain from inviting guests because they are concerned that there will not be enough food 

for guests, or that the conditions will not be pristine and perfect for the visitors; but other homes 

welcome visitors with joy, and though the food is not plentiful, the family’s delight in the experience 

of welcoming guests means that everyone leaves happy. The quality of “blessing in the dough” is an 

attitude, a spirit of sharing and a willingness to have the home serve as a means to provide for 

others.  

A cloud tied to the Tent – symbolises spiritual aspirations that go beyond the home itself. One needs 

to foster spiritual goals and ambitions beyond the home, beyond the needs of here and now, beyond 

the chores and daily duties. What spiritual dreams and goals do you have? 

So let’s discuss at the table: 

• What does it mean for a home to resemble the Tabernacle?  

• But it seems inconsonant: The Tabernacle is an elevated, sacred domain; A home is an 

environment in which to live. What could the Midrash mean? 

Rav Amital suggests that we have a “light from Shabbat to Shabbat” – that we infuse our week with 

elements of Judaism and spirituality.  

• What could you add to your week that might make Judaism more present in your every day? 

How could you make your weekdays more engaged with Judaism? 

Shabbat Shalom! 

 
1 Seuda Shelishit. Chayei Sarah 5753 


